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a DRAWN UP FOR THE ond OF THE HOARD OF AGRICULTURE /AND 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. 1 — 


LON DON: 1 HAT 
PRINTED e BY 


M.DCC.XCIV, 


TO THE READER. 


Fr is requeſted, that this paper may be returned to the Board of Agri- 
culture, at its Office in London, with any additional remarks and ob- 


ſervations, which may occur on the peruſal, written on the margin, as 


foon as may be convenient. 


It is hardly Ke" to add, that this report is at preſent printed - 
and circulated, for the purpoſe merely of procuring farther information, 
0 reſpecting the huſbandry of this diſtrict, and of enabling every one, to 


contribute his mite, to the improvement of the country. 


The Board has adopted the ſame plan, in regard to all the other 
counties in the united kingdom; and will be happy to give every 


aſſiſtance in its power, to any perſon who may be defirous of im- 
proving his breed of cattle, ſheep, &c.. or 4 trying any woke expe-' 


riment in- huſbandry. 


London, February, 1294. 
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Tar — of the ata e 
ſhore of the Moray Frith, ſeem ta have been determined by 
political and eccleſiaſtical conſiderations, rather than by 
natural limits, being in many places interſected by parts of 
the counties of Inverneſs, Nairn, and Bamff. It will there- 
fore. be.moxe. diſtinct in this -nepart,Þ. to reſbti" the! viem of 
the ſtate of aggiculture,. to) the country» between the rivers: 
Spex, and Findborn, inalubng * of nne in they 
count ai αποο 

. ovcerttculegtltmgiont 
body of the county of Elgin, is ſituated batmarm ſiſty- ven 
and, fiſtyyeighs degrees. of; north lam de Ie ens from 
Laſh ta. wd, alang the ſouthan ſhores of · the · My: Frithz: 
_ its. northern, boundary, far · abaut twenty nur E ngliſhu miles 
becoming, narromery as it · anom maten the: ſourcen oi theſe! | 
ren, till it extends im bead th, only ano ſntem miles i to- 
warde its. extremity; at. tho: ſouth- waſt 37 and ar right liner 
ſtretebing ſouthesly, froamthe ſhore of the. Erich: o Airmores. 


gives iti mean length about faty miles, making a ſuperfities- 
of about eight hundred ſquare miles, . r f N and 


twenty,thouſand Scotch acres, | 
Of this extent, there ate more - than ene & 
G WH ISIGGS 


bt 


— IT WM 


"4 % 
dhe Frith, and à chain of hills, which ſtreteh in a direction 


' nearly parallel thereto, at the diſtance of about eight miles 


from the ſhore, This may be deſcribed as a champaign 
country, though diverſified by many gently riſing grounds ; 


| which, being all either covered with trees, or cultivated by 


the plough, form a landſcape, in general greatly ſuperior in 


beauty, fertility, and riches, to any n of the Gram; 


pian mountains. 

The remainder of this diſtrict, about fix hundred miles in 
extent, muſt be regarded as a hilly country, divided into 
numerous fertile valleys, along the banks of the different 
ſtreams of water, which all terminate in the Spey, Loſſy, 
or Findhorn ; the only rivers in this n br * 
e e e i 


*/1 : 


: RIVERS. 6 3 


Iſt, The Findhorn rſs in the hill of Strathlpe, Heck, 
and Strathern, in the county of Inverneſs ; and, after" tra- 
verfing nearly fifty miles, in a north-ecaſterly courſe, through 
the counties of Inverneſs, Nairn, and Elgin, falls into the 
Frith at the harbour of Findhorn, about five miles north of 
the town of Forres. 

ad. The river Loſſy has its ſource in the hills, between 
Dollas and Strathſpey, in this diſtrit; and, running north- 
eaſterly about twenty miles, falls into the Frith, at the port of 


| Loffiemouth, ſituated about fix miles north from Elgin. 


3dly. The Spey riſes among the hills, between Lochaber, 
and Badenoch, in the county of Inverneſs; and after running 
for about ninety miles in a north · eaſterly direction, falls into 
CI eee er Jos 
miles eaſt from Elgin. 


4thly. Though none of theſe_rivers are navigable, the 


Spey and Findhorn are notwithſtanding of great conſe- 


quence to the country, on account of their ſalmon fiſhings; 


EEE e HY 5 
ddr ben the. Wee Strathſpey, is floated. | „ 
down the firſt of theſe rivers to Garmau hb. : Cs IR 
| r 2 
| through courſes, pointing. to dire@tions entirely dene | ) 
diſcharge themſelves into the ſea at Garmouth, Dundee and 
Fort-William ; which ſhews that they have their ſources, in 


/ [ͤ?ß TORY EAR? | 8 8 
pak, 185 N 


LAKES, : N 2 I — 


— are many lakes. in this diftri; yet in an 3 + 27: I 
agricultural view, it is neceſſary only . the leak of ER e | 
Spynie, and the bay of Findorn. 

os as of In II. Me a Ge 
thouſand acres; of rich land. There is alſo a great extent of Ee =] 
ground at the weſt of the lake, ſo much on a level with its 2 
ſurface, as to be greatly injured by every flood. | | 

The latter, viz. the bay of Findhorn, containing about one : ER 
thouſand acres of a fiif clay. foil, is only covered by the flux FE 8 
of the tide, while a bar of ſand, which lies acroſs the meuth 
of the river, would prevent all violence * —— 3 | = 
embankment that might be formed. | W 8 5 5 | 

The draining an other luke in this dif could bo un- | ; N 
dertaken only on the view of, finding mar. 4 300 EL | 5 
n a „ 
 croachments an the Moray kde of this frith, between Find- | * N 
horn and Burgb- head. Some people remember that the boun- 
dary of the ſea, extended almoſt in a ſtraight line between 
Burgh-head and Findhorn, where now there is a large” bay. 
Some perſons alſo remember to have ſeen boats | | 
in this place, where, now n large veſſel could ride at all: | A 
chor; and it is confidently aſſerted, that at high fi00d; the tide 5 | ä 
riſes as high as the grounds about Roſile, Kintrea, and the . e 5 
r 

| W 
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a ſurvey of this kind, ſeem only prevented from being co- 
vered by the ſea, by the bent hillocks along the ſhore, a de- 
fence which cannot be depended on; and this merits the more 
ſerious conſideration of the proprietors, from the circumſtance 
its. eee eee 
e 


CLIMATE. 


The diftrit which is here called the lowlands of Moray, 
participates in general of the fair weathes which prevails over 
the whole extent of the eaſtern coaſt of the kingdom. It is 
in this reſpect, moreover, favoured by a peculiarity of ſitua- 
tion, being 4 level country, lying between the mountains of 


| Sutherland, and thoſe-in the highlands of the counties of Banff 


and Aberdeen. The clouds are borne aloft by the winds, from 
the one chain of mountains to the other, and paſs over tlie 
fubjacent plain ; which.affords no object high enough'either to | 
attract, or impede their courſe. This, alſo, together with its. 
vicinity: to the ſen, may account for the falls of Tnow' being 
leſs frequent and of ſhorter continuance-than in the mountain- 
ous parts of the country; in fo much chat the operations of 


_ agriculture are comparztively but little interrupted bythe in- 


clemency of the weather, and the harveſts are alone account- 


ed precarious from the effects of the winds; there being ſcarce- 


ly an inſtance, between the years 1744 and 1782, in which any 
conſiderable damage was vecaſioned"by the rains; and in the 
warm ſeaſon, the heat is always moderated by a gentle breeze, 
which riſes about noon from the ſea, The moſt uncomſort- 
able weather is towards the end of ſpring, when. a frofty caft 


wind often ſets in for weeks together, which, in this country, 
where there ate few hedges, or incloſures, is greatly prejudi-: 


cial to vegetation. The earlineſs of the ſeaſon here, may be 
periods at which the barveſts-have 'commenced, on 4 particu- 
we wth AAE 2 ' 2 lar 


1784 


1785 
1786 
x587 
1788 
1789 
1790 
1791 
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= - 1793. 
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Ia the hilly part of this Mid bowever, 3 
fiderably later, and the harveſts more precarious. The ope- 
rations of huſbandry are long ſuſpended in winter,. by froſt 
and ſnow, which often encroach far upon the ſpring, while 
frequent rains, or damp foggy weather in the autumnal months, 
retard the harveſt and often injure the crop, 


1 It may alſo be obſerved, that the noted rapidity of 
place only during the laſt thirty miles of its courſe, 


In the 


country of Strathſpey, this river with all its branches flows 
_ through channels nearly level, from which in many ſeaſons, 
towards: the evenings of ſultry days in Auguft, a moſt perni- 


cious mildew appears to ariſe, Which confined by the over- - 


hanging hills, hovers over the low grounds, ani ſettling on 


| _ the. unripe corn, blaſts the milky ſubſtance of the ear, and 
ſometimes deſtroys in one night the expectation of the moſt 


promiſing orop, and which can alone be faved either by a briſk 


wind or a heavy rain, clearing off this clamniy vapour before 


F TIO RT OT 


day's ſun. . 


70 This cruel viſitation, e A 
running water, rather than ſwamps or lakes, is unfelt both in 
n and on the banks of rapid waters; and 
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lows or narrowing the courſes of the rivers. : 
Conſiderable efforts are juſt now making, by the proprietot 
Sir James Grant, to remedy this miſchief, and by embank- 
ments to protect the haughs of Coulnarcail from being over- 
flowed by the river Spey : but it is humbly thought, that the 
moſt eaſy and efficacious mode of accompliſhing the end in 
view, would be, by deepening the courſe af the river-Spey, at 


_ the eaſt corner of theſe haughs, and conducting the water of 


Dulnan down hy the north ſide of the ftrath, between the 
mountains, and a ridge of riſing ground ſituated near the bot-- 
tom of theſe OI CA OY 2 Eons ut 2 Innes: 
expence. 


3 25 801L. 


The ſoil. of a great proportion of the low lands of Moray 
is a rich deep clay, which under proper management would 
be equal in fertility to the ſimilar ſoil of the carſe of Gourie. 
A conſiderable proportion of the ſoil of this county is a deep 


black loam, and: the remainder may be confidered as light and 


ſandy, extremely well adapted tothe Norfolk ſyſtem of huſ⸗ 
bandry. The ſoil of the low grounds, in the valleys of be 


hilly diſtri, has been principally formed by the waſhings of 


che ſtreams, and which: more or leſs participates of the qua- 
lities of the: different ſails of the low. lands, the clay being 
made much more friable by a mixture of earth and ſand. The 
loam, often from ſimilar mixtures, is of a reddiſh colour, and 
the ſandy ſoil, is greatly mixed with gravel, and large pebbles, 
which in many places abound. In: chat part of the country 
where cultivation has taken place on the ſides of the hills, | 
above the reach of the. water, the ſoil.may. be deſcribed s of | 
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tis dr l 2 65 b 
Forres, ſituated at the diſtance of twelve miles from each 
other, and both ſurrounded by a wide extent of fertile arable 
land. The population of Elgin amounts to 2920, and that 
of Forres to 2400 ſouls ; beſides, the villages at the harbours. 
of Garmouth, Loffiemouth, and Findhorn, already men- 
tioned: there are the fiſhing villages of Stotfield and Burgh-- 
head, at both of which very commodious and. fafe harbours 
might be formed, at an expence comparatively.ſmall, parti- 
eularly at Stotfield, where there is a ſandy bay, well ſheltered. 
by, a headland on both ſides, to. the eaſt and weſt. _ 5 
In the inland part of the country there are four villages, 
Urquhart, Rothes, Ballentomb,, and .Grantown,. which may 
contain from fiſty to an hundred houſes in each. The num- 
| ber of inhabitants, from an accurate ſtatement of each pariſh. 
ih Bis Giirift e ip 
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The 


Slate of RET this county, 3 in its political 
extent; there are fix proprietors, who poſſeſs from two to. 
fix thouſand pounds ſterling, of yearly rent each; ten pro- 
prietors poſſeſs from five hundred to fifteen hundred pounds | 
of yearly rent; the remainder. is ſhared. amongft proprietors 
pollefling from fifty to four hundred pounds a year; amount- 

ing in all to about thirty, three thouſand pounds fterling ; ex- 

clufive' of woods; which' may be nearly eighteen. hundred 
pounds ſterling : and falmen fiſhing, which may amount to- 
mee thouſand pounds ſterling a year. Of the great pro- 


C 


prietort, only one or two reſide in the county; a fmall pro— 


R ariſing, from the. 
lands, 


A ode. 


Kd. This tends to. relax the counatiion, 
and to diminiſh the intercourſe, between the landlord and 


FFF 


"RENT AND LEASES” 


. "The e and Forres, 

which, from local advantages, gives from two to three pounds) 
lets at from five ſhillings to one pound five per acre ; but the 
average rent of the arable land of the county, may be accounted 

The rents are paid partly in money and partly in grain; the 
money is payable at the term of Martinmas, and the gra 
—  vittual as it is provincially called, at the d 

Th The tenant enters on the poſſeſſion of the farm, by havi 
 accels'to houſes, garden, and meadow. paſture on the MY 
May ; and, afterwards, to the arable land, e 
of the year's crop. 

Tbe leaſe, in general, is e on ſtamped paper, e- 
during, with few exceptions, for nineteen years. In many 
caſes, the poorer tenants, who pay but a few pounds of rent, 
rruſting to the honour of landlords, poſſeſs their lands without 
a written leaſe. _ The houſes are valued to the tenant at 
his entry, by perſons mutually choſen by him and his pre- 
deceſſor; and they muſt be ſupported, ſo as to be of equal 
value at the expiration of the leaſe, or the eſtimated damage 
paid in money. Where new houſes are requilite, the land- 
lord allows a certain ſum ; generally about one or two years 
rent of the farm; which, in general, is only paid at his re- 
moval by the ſacceeding tenant. | Tenants are bound to 
_ grind their corn at a particular mill; ſor which, in ſome 

_. caſes, the eighth or tenth part of the corn ſo manufactured, 
is exacted; but, more generally, only the fixteenth part, 
beſides the requilite ſervices for ſupporting the fabrick of the 


t J 
Upon the eſtates of the greater proprietors, the tenants. are 


made amenable to the decifions of the Baron Baillie or 


Steward's Court, in queſtions reſpecting the preſervation 
of growing timber, cutting up meadow grounds, mill exac- 


tions, and winter herding. In general they are debarred by 
their leaſes, both from ſubletting and affigning their farms z 


though the landlord, in particulas caſes, a knit 
nenn ,! 


* 
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from one hundred to one_ hundred and Fifty, acres. af .arable 
land. The general run of farms; however, contain only 


from thirty to ſiſty arable acres. And poſlefiions. occupied | 
by the poorer people, particularly in the hilly and more re- 


mote parts of the country, WA ane 
fifteen or twenty acres... 
Previous to the year 1746, the mode 88 


univerſally the fame over the whole diſtrict: the arable land 


was uniformly cultivated for corn; the cattle, horſes, and. 


ſheep were maintained on the natural and'eommon paſturage 


in ſummer, and upon the ſtraw, out of which the corn were 


threſhed, in winter; and, where. the cattle required for - 
conſuming the ſtraw, could not be maintained in this way” 


through the ſummer, they were ſent off to the common paſ- 
turages of the. hilly country of this diſtrict, and to thoſe of. 
the neighbouring counties of Banff and Aberdeen. 

In thoſe days the crops, with a few. exceptions, even in tho 


molt fertile parts of the low, country, were ſolely reduced. 


to oats, barley, and rye. 


| feen 4 
_ to apply the whole manure, to the land intended for the barley: . 
crop; which was ſuppoſed to occupy the fourth part of cachs 


farm. 


1890 
2 
4 ” 
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term. We bed e e er card's 
was neceſſary, the whole" labours of the huſbandman were 
applied through the ſummer, except during the time requi- 
fite for ſecuring a ſufficient ſtock of fuel, in collecting ſand, 
moſs, or Clay, to be mixed with the dung ariſing from the 
fodder confanied” in winter, and the manure procured by 
flooring the ſſicep cots, from time to time, with turf. And 
it may be obſcrvel here, that's ſmall flock was then deemed 
 indiſpenſably neceſſary upom every farm - * 
- From chat time the ideas” of improvement began to gain 
ground; at nen the change was flow-and, unimportant, mak- - 
ing litte progress, unit about the year 1768; when the 
Earl of Fife, in order to promote the improvement of the 
country, begun to grant leaſes, to particular ſubſtantial and 
ä intelligent farmers, of lands formerly occupied by four or five 
| | tenants.” This example was rapidly followed by the other 
' proprietors ; and the ſyſtem of agriculture, and the appearance 
of the low country are now infinitely improved, the ridges 
being ftraighted; the fields better drained, and in general pro- 
5 perly laid out, by ditches and earthen fences, ſolely at the ex- 
| peice of the tenant;* N 
provements. 

_ h It may be proper to obſerve here, that in Starkey; the 
: | farms have been for a long tract of time much mote exten- 
+ 8 | five chan in the low country, owing to the circumſtance of 

their having been formerly wadſettede by the family of Grant; 
and though the wadſets are redeemed, yet the farms conti- 
C eines a e 
ſeſſors. 
CC 
ſteady rotation on any farm in the country; but in all che 
| farms, {ome proportion is anhually fallowed, ſome laid 
ES down with turnips, and other green 'cr0ps, and the whole 


5 A ſpecies of mortgage, formerly very common i in Scotland ; ; by which” 
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gtaſs, amounting generally to a third or fourth part, conſiſt 


of ſown clovers, rye-grals, and rib-grals. _ 
In the ſmall farms, the caly alteration in the (lem hi- 


therto introduted, conſiſts in ſome little proportion in ſown. 


gras and potatoes. In the low part of the country, the corn 
crop on a farm of an hundred actes may conſiſt grnetally of 
theſe-proportions z from fix to ten acres under wheat, a ſimi- 
lar quantity under barley, from twenty- Ve to thirty-five in 
oats, and the remainder graſs and green cropa as above. * 
manure, which is principally procured from the farm- 
applied to the land » be. laid dew, with wind, beadkan, ot 
turnip crops, In Strathſpey, where the {pirit of improvement 
now gains ground, the following proportions are obſerved 
on a farm of ſumilar extent ; the half is commonly laid down 
with oats ;. about one-third with ſown graſs, and the remain 
der with beans, peaſe, turnips, and potatoes. Here for the | 
laſt ſeven years, on an average, from two thouſand five hun- 
 dred to three thouſand bolls of Jimae have been manufactured, 
and applied as manure; but for each of the laſt.three years of 
the ſame period, upwards of five thouſand bolls have been ap- 
r 
of grain and graſs. 
4 - Ok.letereare, oma of ibe impryting famjjors have imported 
lane from Sunderland, and different ports on che Frith of 


Fo and ſome bas been brought over land, about ſixteen 


miles, from the county of Banff; which, when applied as 
manure, has in every inſtance anſwered expectation: but when 
the immediate. expence of this is-confidered, and the diſtance 
from the fea ports joined to the ſhortneſs of the leaſes, it is 
r 


— marl, though Frequently an impure quality, 
has doowdiſcovered, and where the qualitywas good; has been 
applied with ſucces; but fa partially, as hardly yet to merit 
| notice. in dis report» Along the. coaſt of the Moray frich, 
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the fex-weed, which d thrown ben in confdenble dnn. 
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This ſpecies. A grain," Sch by Ge cite b hich 
coubitty, is reſtricted to the low, was cultivated to rather a 
greater extent, à few years ago, than it is at preſent ; the de- 
mand for cattle, Having Indueel the farmers to have more. 
land under grafs, and the cheeks ven to ſmuggling, by pre- 
venting the impottation of ſpirits, having advance] 
the price of barley. Fallow, to which'dung is always applied, 
is here regale 1 * . 
crop. The firſt ploughing is given in the 'counſe of the 
ter; the ſecond,” when the barley-feed ſeaſon is done, 
or three more, as the condition of the ground 9 
the laſt being given for the feed, when the dung is laid on ln 
the month of "October, though fomttimes ſo late as the middle 
of November; three fir lots of wheatmeaſure are generallyſown 
on the Scotch acre, which returns about ten bolls. TuS 
mode is only varied by ſowing wheat after à horſe hoed crop 
of beans, or potatoes, to which dung had been previouſly ap- 
plied; and the returns are nearly the fame. It may furtder ue 
obſetved, that” the only ſpecies of wheat Towir irs the'dountry, 
is the white kind; and wich degeherates, if not frequently 
changed, by a ſupply from the London market, which has of 
lute beon Mſpended by cle e ect of the preſent caiſtiag corn 
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law, in the framipg of which, the neceſſary proviſions for the 
— of ſeed grain coaltways, has been overlooked. at. 
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5 grain js 3 8 225 
and the general gat ſeed. ſeaſon, 3s, from the middle of March 
to. near; the epd of April, according to the ſeaſon. WU 
takes place, pyer about. a thipd part of the dict. GR 
On xe, in. general ; ſown after one ploughing, 4 in 
wintery,or bring; and, for the molt part, {ONES four bar- 
| ty firlgts per acre. 14 baigre pov a news} 21 WNaks 

Of the different varieties gf this grain, it is only. beceflry 
eee ee 2 

r; more, properly, che grey vat.” Te ball of four firlots of | 

e firſt, in general, yields eight lane of meal, Amſterdam 
weight ; of the ſecond it requires ſeyen or eight firlots, and 
ſometimes a good deal more to yield the ſame quantity; and 
the meal is of an inſerĩot quality ; but theſe are now only cul- 
tivated in the coldeſt and lateſt parts of the high country; and 
wherever lime has been applied, as a manure, it has been found 
advantageous to introduce the white gat in their room. * 
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Ae foun at the ns Fake with 233 Shoe ihe 
beans are ſown alone, they are generally hand- hoed, or borſe- 
hoed ; the quantity of ſeed allotted to the acre, is about five 
firlots, wheat meaſure ; the returns exceedingly various, being 
from two to ten or twelve bolls ; the ſpecies of beans cultivated 
is for the moſt part, the horſe-bean, and this reſtrited to the 
low part of the country; the early peaſe have been intreduced 
C2 into 
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| 5 6 famine in 1740. In a few years ltere de, infled cFoccu- | 
= = | pying only a corner of che garden, it was cultivated in the 
F 

| 


open field, and is now-raifed in cortfiderable quantities upoh 
farms of every deſcription in the country ; they ate planted in 
me moath of April, ſometimes in drills from three to four feet 
| | diſtance, and ſometimes in trenched ground in irregular, and 
- 50 cloſe rows. Dang is eee Nee ee thi po | 
8 and the returns on an average, from an icre, are from | 
fire is thinty bolls of thirry-rwo one: Ainet bin weight. 
© 53 I The red ſpecies, which was at firſt introdaced Vito the coun. 5 
n . . un the white Katney Kind N 
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| | | ed three times, and dung always applied, and when icſuceceds 
— 2 green. erop, one ploughing ſuffices. quantity of ſeed 
is about three firlots to the acre; and the return over the 
| | diſtri is about fx bolls from the acre ; but Scotch beans 
3 « more hardy grgn an carer, are generally own i b. gh 
„ country. The return in like cireumftances ate ſuppoſed equal 
| to that of barley, but the weight and quality is deemed'to be 
 fomewhat inferior, though there arp inflances of the one yield-. 
ing as much meal and as much ſpirite as the other. The 
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country. Of late, the quantity begins to increaſe, and 
_ owing them in "drills has been introduced; The land is 
ploughed three or four times, and they are ſown about the 
end of June.” They are generally confurncd by the young 
ccc 
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being a great properten of had in the high countty, on . 
which red clover could not grow, till litie bad been applied, 
it may be faid to have come into frequent uſe in the diſtrict 
_ only of late years. At preſent, however, there is more hay 
Racked for the market, than pertiaps in any other diſtrict of 
we kingdom ; the vicinity alone of great towns excepted. 
It is generally ſown with barley, though ſometimes with oats z - 
the quantity of feed being about twelve or ſixteen pounds of 
white, and the-fame quantity of red clover, and dne and a 
| half or two buſhels of rye-grafs per acre.” "The quantity of 
hay, which is mowed about the end of July, yy — 
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| here were of the very worſt conſtruftion. The price of the 

wooden part of the plough did not exceed five of fix thil- 

lings, excluſive of the iron, which was charged at the rate 

F The barrow, provided 
only 
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only with timber teeth, was valued at half a mark Scotch 


(under ſeven pence ſterling). The Lallach, which was a 


conical baſket, ſupported between ſhafts, ſet on two ill-form- 
ed wheels, ſupplied the, place of the dung cart. This ma- 
chine, in the ſtructure of which no iron was employed, was 
for che moſt part made by the farmer himſc!f ;; but when ſold 
in the market, coſt altogether abour. four. ſhillings and fix- - 
pence. - Theſe may give an idea of the implements of cultin 
vation then in uſe. . 5 11 Siber # 13233 | 
Soon aſter this period, the plough was improxed into the 
form generally uſed in England, and was known by the ap- 
pellation of the Engliſh plough. Of late, they are all formed 
on the prineiples of thoſe nade by Mr. Chrichtgn, of Edin- 
burgh, and thoſe of the | 
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. conſtru&ion, and caſts, from,cight..to. ten ſhillings. . ...._.. .. 


- The. dung. cart uſed on dhe larger farms, and on which 
the iron axle begins to obtain, js, exceptiog in, few. juſtances, 
Soy ay tro horſes, and coſts, when complete, from fix to 
l eee ee fo 
anners and roljers, and the other implements of hu.” 
bandry, uſed in the ſouthern part of the kingdom, have. alſo 
been, Shoughy partially, introduced here. 
Threſbing machines bave been lately, erefted in the low. 
part of the country z che number gt preſent js eight, ___.. 
Its worthy of remiatk; that Mr. Thomas Duncan, a te- 


nant of the earl of Moray's, on his lordſhip's eſtate in Alves, _ 


was the firſt-who' introduced fanners into the country ; and 
Mr. George Duncan, his ſon, the firſt who built a threſhing 
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omces covered wich Hate in this diſtrict; nor were timber 


Loors common. At preſent, however, in this respect, the * | 2” 1 
accommodation. is not inferior to that of any farms of the | r ++ 
exteiit in the ſouth of Scotland. Tie buildings being 8 

of ſubſtaiitial 'niaſon work” of fiprie and lime me deelnag „ | 


houſe of two ſtöries, "neatly e eee within ; 
the 'offices ſuitable to the t of the farm, bre 


dated, and either Uated; or thatcheT with fra. © > 
Te ſhould be obſerved here, that Mr. Wine Donaldfor, f AY, = 
2"tenaht of Lord Pie, at Moneton near Elgin, was the + | 
firſt who built a regular ſet of farm offices in this diſtrict be- e 
err n 5 9 3 
with turf fen ces. N . 
ene e 1e Re de use r | 5 
labouters, in the lo part of Moray, are ſomewhat improved = bo ; | Rs 
in the walls, windows; and thatch ; but being built in gene- | ' vl 
ral at the tenant's*Experice, or the allowance from the land. 25 7 | 
lord altogether inadequate, they fill remain a en in 
the appearance of the country: ©. ö 
"4 In the hilly part of the country, den the-lowlinds of | 
Moray and Strathipey, particularly in the pariſhes of Dolls, | | N 
Knockandow;' and Edinkeillie, the habitations of the tenants FS 
ate in general very poor and mean; the fide: walls being 
built of tutf, "and the roof covered bt ed ESTA 5 | < 
” ie I 326 be enn yoo TI BY ; 
| L480URERS AND T HE PRICE yu LABOUR. 
> "Pee Wii ds eee <8 ip identi TY 
Aiſtrict, the great body of the people are conſequently em- 
ployed in hulbatidfy 3© yet the price of labour has, in the 
\eburfe of the laſt fiſteen years, riſets to nearly double what it 1 : 
*s 4: was f N | | % 8-12 
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great meaſure, hy the emigration of numbers of both ſexes, 
in that claſs, to the manufacturing parts of the kingdom. 
The wages of a common ploughmaa are from ſux to ſeven 
pounds ſterling. Thoſe of a female; fervant, from two 
pounds to two pounds ten ſhillings: by the year, excluſive of 
their maintenance, which is in general provided for them in 
the. family z or ſix bolls of cat meal, at nine ſtone. per boll, 


__ Amſterdam weight, when not maintained in the family. A 


man hired for the harveſt, which in general laſts from four 
to five weeks, and in which. pace, the whole crop is ſtacked 


and thatched in the yard, receives about one pound four ſhil- 


lings; and a woman, upon the ſame account, about ſixteen _ 
hillings, with their victuals. A labourer, hired by the day, 
in ſummer receives ten pence, without victuals ; and from 


ix pence to eight pence. in winter, | | 


There is ſo little firm work dooe by the plece, that * i 


not requiſite to take any notice of it in this report, funther | 


chan that hay is ſometimes mowed at from two ſhillings to 
two ſhillings and fixpence the Scotch acre ; and that turf 
mene 
:thilling for ſix Scotch. ells. | 

I ene —br ene cunt nt het hn the 


morning, and ends at the ſame. hour in the evening; and in 


winter, at ſun riſing and ſun ſetting. The horſes, in ſum- 


mer, are worked in the plough or cart for about three hours 


in the morning, and for the fame ſpace in the afternogn ; 
day. 
The price of buteher's en 


advanced, 'Beaf and motton, "which, twenty years -ago, 


could have been purchaſed at a. penny, or three halfpence 


'a pound, how ſells for thter pence und four-pences A dozen 
of haddocks, which, at that period, would not haye fold for 


-from. a ſhilling to fourteen pence. The prices of wy 


KLE 
and eggs are raiſed in proportion j and. the value of grain, 
for the laſt ſeven years, een From. the nana ior 
of the bars of the count. | 

le bas ready been: abſerved, that the farm ſervants are in 
general maintained in the family. The ordinary breakfaſt be- 
ing pottage made of oatmeal, which is ate warm, with milk, 
or ſmall beer; for dinner, a kind of flummery, called ſowens, 
made from the bran af oatmeal, ate generally with milk ; and 
for ſupper, greens or cabbage, either cut ſmall or maſhed, and 
afterwards boiled with · an addition of oatmeal and. ſalt; and at 
each meal there is an addition of bread, made from a mixture 
of oats, bear, and peaſe.meal.. On Sundays, and other holi 
fee epi 
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ROADS. AND. BRIDGES... 


e hee 1 
nn the county, for many. years 
by · paſt; and, excepting in a few inſtances, the -proprietgrs 
beſtow very little attention on this branch of police. The lit- 


ge which is dane, is under the ſtatute 1669, by which the 4 


| labouy of the tenants, mechanicks; and other inhabitants, is 
required ſor ſex days in the year; or compenſation. for the de- 
Heieneies in money. The poſt road between the rivers: Spey 
and Findhorn, though carried through a tract af the drieſt 
ground in the county, is yet, from want of attention, covered 
with many large pools of water, particularly eaſt ward of the 
town of Forres. This evil, with a little ſxill, and a very kri- 
fling fam of money, might . be. completely removed. The 
of the country, to the harbour of Loſſiemouth, where a great 
_ quantity/of grain is annually ſhipped, are, if poſſible, ina yl 
worſe candition,. and ſeem in a peruliar manner to demand the 
attention of the OY aud of * who are * 
ei i D WI 
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with the management of their eſtates, as there is no doubt, 
but that, even under this ſtatute, in ſuch a cloſely inhabited 


and well peopled country, if the labour was regularly exact- 


ed and judiciouſly applied, the roads might in a few years be 
much improved, which would render the acceſs from one 2 2 
of the country to the other eaſy and commodious. | 
In Strathſpey, where more difficulty muſt of neceſſity have 
occurred in forming the roads, the accommodation in this par- 
ticular is much ſuperior to that of the low country, there be- 
ing a good road from one end of the diſtrict to the other, on 
both ſides of the river Spey; and which now, by facilitat- 
ing the carriage of lime from the different quarries lately 
opened in that quarter, muſt tend greatly to the ſpeedy im- 
provement of that part of the country. Upon the poſt road, 
there is no cauſe to complain of the want of bridges, except 
acroſs the Spey and Findhorn. On every intervening brook 
and rivulet there is a ſtone arch; and over the river of Loſ- 


fie, near Elgin, there has long been a handſome, ſubſtantial 
| bridge of one arch; which was lately rebuilt at the expence 


of the landholders of the county. The great deficjency, 
therefore, in this reſpect, is at the Spey and Findhorn, than 
which there are no rivers in the kingdom which run with 
more rapidity; and on this account, when ſwelled by floods, 
the progreſs of the traveller is often interrupted for days, and 
on ſome occaſions lives are loſt. The year 1782 is remem- 


bered with grief, when thirteen aig in IP the Find- 


horn were drowned. 

It has been often propoſed to-build a bridge acrofs this ri- 
ver, at the poſt road; and ſome years ago, the Earl of Mo- 
ray employed Mr. deen the architect to ſurvey the ground, 
in order to aſcertain the moſt eligible ſituation. This gen- 
tleman made choice of a place a little above the preſent line 
of the poſt road, where the river paſſes in a narrow channel 
between rocks; and he was of opinion, that a bridge might 
de erected on this ſpot, S thou- 


ſand one hundred pounds ſterling. 


The 
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' The advantages of a bridge, in an agricultural view, by 
opening the communication to this country, from the exten- 
five diſtrict to the weſtward, are ſo obvious as not to require 
a particular enumeration here. Something farther, however, 
in this reſpe occurs in the report for the county of Nairn, 
to which reference is made. 

Of late alſe, an effort was — to raiſe a fund for building 

a bridge on the Spey, at the boat of Fochabers; and, in proof 
of the general opinion of the country, reſpecting the utility 
of a bridge in this quarter, a ſubſcription, of no leſs than three 
thouſand pounds was very ſoon filled up. Mr, Stevens Was 
alſo employed by his Grace the Duke of Gordon to form a 
plan and eſtimate; which, however, having exceeded the 
amount of the ſubſcription by eleven or twelve thouſand 
pounds, the attempt has been ſuſpended, until the aid of go- 
vernment can be obtained; without which there is no proba- 
bility that this object, however deſirable, can ever be accom- 
pliſhed. 

An eligible ſituation for a bridge, has been * out at 
the boat of Brigg, about ſix miles up the riyer from Focha- 
bers, and where, as appears from an ancient charter dated in 
1232, there was a timber bridge, part of the eaſtern pier of 
which ſtill remains. An undertaker, of great credit in his 
line, having ſurveyed the ground, has given it as his opinion, 
that a ſubſtantial ſtone bridge might be erected there, at an 
expence not exceeding three thouſand pounds. | 

This ſituation, in an agricultural view, would be highly ad- 
vantageous, being in the middle of the country, between the 

bridge of Grantown and the mouth of the river. It would | 
therefore accommodate a greater number of people. The lime- 
ſtone quarries of Banffſhire alſo lie nearer to this part of the 
river than to the boat of Fochabers ;; and the great cattle fairs 
of the north of Scotland, are held likewiſe. in its vicinity. 

The cattle dealers from the ſouth, who are at preſent debar- 
red from attendipg theſe fairs, by the extreme difficulty of 
getting. black cattle acroſs this rapid and unfordable river, 
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would of courſe extend their dealings into this diftri ; which 
circumſtance, of itſelf, would contribute to make the cattle 
ſell at a higher rate than can be expected, after being jaded 
by a long march of twenty or rey miles, with little or no 


provender. 


Were a bridge to be built on the above mentioned ſitu- 


ation, it would be neceffary to form a new line of road from 


Portſoy to Elgin; which would not only be of great advan- 
tage to this diſtrict, by affording an eaſy means of tranſport- 
ing cattle to the ſouthward, but alſo open a communication 
through a great extent of corn country, in Banffſhire, as will 
be more particularly noticed in the report from that county. 
It is alſo obvious, that if this road and bridge were com- 
pleted, the farmers, who reſide on the north ſide of the Spey, 
would have it in their power to procure lime on very eaſy 
terms, from the lime quarries of Banff ſhire ;- which alone 
ſhould induce the proprietors in that part of the country, ts 
exert themſelves in effecting an object, which, in every point 
of view, would tend ſo much to the improvement of Geir 


eſtates, and of the country at large. 


MARKETS AND FAIRS. | || 


There are weekly Aden, held on Fridays, in the two 
royal burghs of Elgin and Forres, in which, meal, butcher's 
meat, poultry, arid ſuch like, are fold ; and to which, alſo, 


| turf and peat are brought, for the uſe of the inhabitants, by 


ſuch of the poorer people, as have ſettled on the ſkirts of 
the moſſes and moors, at the diſtance of eight or ten miles 
from theſe towns. The turf and peat are carried on ſmall 
carts, formed of bars inſtead of deals, and drawn by ſingle 
horſes. Each load ſells for eleven pence, or a ſhilling. 
There are fix fairs, for the ſale of cattle, horſes, and mer- 
chant's ,goods, held yearly in each of theſe towns; and, at 
ſome of the villages in the country, there are alſo ſimilar 
fairs, but of leſs note. 
The 
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The inconveniency already ſtated, of getting black cattle 
acroſs the Spey and Findhorn, renders all theſe fairs of little 
importance to the country. It will, from this account, occur, 
that there is no market eſtabliſhed for corn, although, by 
the cuſtom-houſe books of the diſtri, it appears, that of 
late years, from ten to twelve thouſand boils of wheat, bar- 
ley, and oats, have been annually exported to the Frith of 
Forth, and the London market. This quantity is purchaſed 
by three or four individuals; generally 1 I Ne el 
correſpondents in the ſouth. | 0 noo) 
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LIVE STOCK. 


Black Cattle.— It will be underſtood, that, from the mode 


in which black cattle were treated in the low country, 'before 
the improving ſyſtem commenced, that the breed muſt have 
been of à poor and contemptible quality. When the atten- 
tion of the people was turned to this object, the neceſſity of 
endeavouring to improve the breed was perceived; but, in- 
ſtead of taking meaſures for raiſing the bone and ſigure of 


the country cattle, they introduced, though with little judg- 


ment, the Dutch and Lancaſhire breeds ; hich, being croſſed 
with each other, and with the country cattle, produced a 
mixed and clumſy breed. This was in a ſhort time diſcovered ; 
and, fince then, attention is only paid to rearing the true 
Scotch breed: and bulls have been purchaſed from the Iſle of 
Skye, and the ' weſtern coaſt ; by which means, the ſtock 
beſt adapted to the foil and climate, is daily increaſing and 
improving. In Strathſpey, and the high country, the breetl 
remained-unmixed, and preſerved their handſome form; but, 
from the ſcantineſs and coarſeneſs of paſture, their ſize was 
comparatively ſmall. Since the introduction of ſown graſs 
and turnips, they are conſiderably raiſed in bone 3 but, by 
proper treatment and care, they F PIE im- 
proved in weight and value. 
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A great number, from all parts of the diſtrict, are yearly 
diſpoſed of in England, and the fouth of Scotland. 


HORSES. 


During the period, when the whole arable land was con- 
tinually under corn crop, it was thought requiſite to have 
eight or ten oxen yoked in the plough, and the horſes were 
then only regarded in a ſecondary view ; they being chiefly 
employed to harrow in the ſeed, carry home the fuel from the 
moſs, and fand, moſs, or clay, to the dunghills. 

When the extent of farms was enlarged, and a portion laid 


out in ſown graſs, the oxen were diſcharged from the plough ; 


which was'thereupon managed by four horſes, and, in a ſhort 
time thereafter, only by two; in conſequence of which, the 
breed in the low country has been greatly improved, both in 
ſize and ſhape; and a pair of ſuch horſes will now bring 
about thirty pounds ſterling. 

In the hilly part of the diſtrict, where farms are ſmall, 
and where cattle are generally uſed in the plough, the breed 
of horſes is very poor and diminutive, and ſell at about four 
or five pounds each. TE al 


SHEEP. 


There are but a few of this ſpecies of ſtock in the low 
country; though, in the hilly part of the country, where 
the poorer tenants reſide, an inconſiderable number of. the 
ſmall white-faced breed is ſtill to be ſeen. In Strathſpey, 


there are a conſiderable number of the black-faced breed; 


but, as both theſe ſpecies. will be deſcribed in the reports of 
the agriculture of thoſe counties, where ſheep are conſidered 
an object of greater importance, it ſeems unneceſfary to ex- 


WOODS. 
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WOODS AND PLANTATIONS. 


From the diverſity. of ground, as already noticed, in the 
low parts of this diſtri, perhaps no country, of ſo wide 
an extent in Scotland, afforded ſo much the means of embel- 


liſhment-by -orn+mental plantations. The Earl of Fife, upon 


his acceſſion to his eſtates in this county, ; diſplayed the ſupe- 
riority of his taſte, in ſelecting and planting ſuch/ uncultivated 
riſing grounds, as he judged would contribute moſt to this 
effect. The Earl of Findlater, and the other proprietors, 
ſoon followed his lordſhip's example; and, to ſo. great an 
extent is this mode of improvement now carried on, that, 
it is probable, the whole of the grounds inacceſſible to the 
plough, in the low lands of Moray, will ſoon be covered 
with all the different ſpecies of foreſt trees, Oy" in 


the RF 


NATURAL WOODS.\, 2 


In the low eech, ho is izde of this kind of wood, 
except one conſiderable tract of copſe wood oak, upon an 
eſtate of the Earl of Fife's, near Elgin, which is at preſent 


for. 

In Strathſpey, ive are very Mt foreſts of Scotch br, 
on the eſtates of Rothemurchus, the Duke of Gordon, and 
Sir James Grant. The firſt attempt to convert theſe foreſts 
into any commercial purpoſe, was made by the Vork Build- 
ings Company, about the year 1724, who erected an iron 
foundery at Coutnacoil, a part of Sir James Grant's eſtate, 


in the pariſh-of Abernethy; which, however, was only ſup- 


ported for a ſhort time. Aaron Hill, che poet, was em- 


ployed as the clerk to the eſtabliſhment ; who firſt taught the 


inhabitants of the country to bind the timber into raſts, com- 
. poſed 
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poſed of fifty or ſixty ſpars, on which, alſo, a quantity of 
deals and other timber are laid, and the whole navigated by 
two men down the river to Garmouth ; from whence the 
men' returned on foot, carrying on their ſhoulders, the ropes 
and iron hooks requiſite for keeping the rafts together. 

In this ſtate matters remained, (merely accommodating the 
domeſtic purpoſes of the country) till about the year 1784 ; 
when a Company of Merchants from Yorkſhire, contracted 
with the Duke of Gordon fer all the marketable timber in 
the foreſt of Glenmore, to be, felled within the ſpace of 

twenty-fox years, at the ſum of ten thouſand pounds. This 
foreft afforded maſts for veſſels of great _— and even for 
the royal navy. 

It perhaps would have been impracticable to carry them 
into the river, but for an expedient of ſome ingenuity, which 
has been deviſed; and made effectual at a confiderable ex- 
pence. The talleſt and moſt valuable trees ſtood on the 
borders of a lake, in the foreſt, diſtant from the river more 
than four miles, into which it diſcharged itſelf by. a ſmall 
brook, to which te heavy timber was! floated on the lake, 
where a dam and ſluices are conſtructed, to form, at pleaſure, 
an artificial flood; by which means the timber was con- 
ducted into the river, along the coutſe of the brook, which 
had been ſtraighted and deepened for the purpoſe. 
When the timber, from this and the other foreſts in Strath- 
ſpey, arrives at Garmouth, after ſupplying a great extent of 
country, it has of late been exported, in conſiderable quanti- 
RY wg both in Scotland and England. 

This company have alſo formed a dock-yatd, and built 
Aveda welkls, ſome of them of four and five hundred tons 


burden, entirely of this timber. 


It is well worthy of remark, that, beſres thy commiies- 
ers of the navy purchaſed any of 'this wood, they tried ſeveral 
experiments, in order to aſcertain the quality; and it was at 
laſt found equal, if not ſuperior, to any een 
the Baltic, 


The 


1 1 
The foreſts of natural Scotch fir, in this part of the diſtrict, 
may contain nearly OP thouſand acres, 


MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS AND 
5 8 85 HINTS FOR ner. 


— that thwes' es" nriny jatarichs-of 
thriving trees, in the low country of Moray, yet theſe being 
all on barren moors, and riſing grounds, it is certain that the 
fields are ſtill naked and expoſed, on which account, the crop 
as well as the cattle are greatly injured. ' The diftance in 
general from the quarries, muſt deter from erecting fences of 
ſtone, though on the eſtates of Monachy, Aſliſk, and Bur- 
87, there is a great deal of ground here called baults, or 
mearings, interſperſed among the arable fields, the ſtone on 


which would encloſe the whole lands around them, OS 


a great addition of arable field. 
Many farmers, ſome years ago, attempted to encloſe with 
with turf, but experience has demonſtrated the inſufficiency 
of this kind of fence, and after outlays, to them conſiderable, 
theſe are now in general abandoned. ' 
Although a leaſe of nineteen years, is conſidered as a proper 
term, both for landlord and tenant, in a country, tho- 
roughly improved, yet it can never be expected, that a te- 
nant will attempt to raiſe hedges (the only mode by which 
the country can be encloſed) upon a leaſe of ſuch duration. 
The plan therefore which appears moſt likely to be effectual, 
is, that the proprietors ſhould be at the firſt expence of plant- 
ing hedges, which ſhould be afterwards attended'to by per- 
ſons retained for the purpoſe, in number proportioned to the 
extent of each eſtate, and who ſhould be maintained at the 
joint expence of landlord and tenant, ' and there being now 
abandance of wood-in the country, for the rails; 'the expence 
to either party muſt be inconſiderable. Perhaps the impor- 
534 
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it may bc here obſerved: that experience has 8 
how impraQticable it is to raiſe black cattle or horſes in open 
fields, to within twenty or thirty per cent, of the value, which 
they attain when reared in proper incloſures. In the high 
cauntry, particularly in Strathſpey, where there is plenty of 
ſtone, and where the valleys are better ſheltered, ſtone fences 
would anſwer all the ends, and are therefore preferable, 
becauſe tney can be at once completed, The incloſing of 
this country might alſo be effected, were the landlord to 


quarry the ſtones, and build the walls at his expence, and 


the tenant to carry the materials, and pay intereſt ſor the 
money advanced by the landlord, - The wall ſhould be after- 
wards upheld at their mutual expence, the landlord reſerving 
alſo the right of ordering repairs, when he ſhould ſee cauſe, 
In that part of the diſtri, between Strathſpey and the lo 


country, the land is poſſeſſed by the poarer tenants, in ſmall 


PE 


lots of from five to twenty arable geres, with 3 liberty of 
common paſturage, over extenſive traſta of moor and paſture 
grounds. A great many of theſe people make ſhiſt'ts mn 
tain their families, and pay their rents, by preparing and 
carrying peat and turf to the towns of Elgin and Forres, . 

The duty having been lately taken off coals. carried caſt» 
ways to the north of Scotland, muſt materially. effet this claſs 
of people, as there is no doubt- but coal will in a few years 
be very generally uſed in that country, eſpecially along the 
In order to ſecure employment to the inhabitants; and at 
the ſame time to improve this part of the cauntry, it is hum- 
bly ſuggeſted, that villages ſhould he built in proper ſitustions 
along the banks of the rivers, and in the vicinity of Maſg. 
Were this done, and ſome ſpecies. of manuſacture intraoduesd. 
the people would live more comfortably, and the arable land 
might be encloſed and fubdivided, and let in larger farms. 
Until ſomething of this ſort is done, there is little chances 
that any material improvement, in this part of the country, 
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It has been obſerved, that for ſome years paſt, a conſider · 
able quantity of lime, has been manufactured, and uſed as ma- 
nure in Strathſpey.. There is no country better ſupplied with 
lime quarries, and all that appears neceſſary to be done there, 
in order to introduce the general uſe of this valuable manure, 
is, that the proprietor ſhould at his own expence ere& pro- 
per kilns, and employ p-ople experienced in burning lime 
ſtone: by this means the tenant might be ſupplied with any 
quantity they might have occaſion ſor, at a more moderate 
expence, than they can manufaQure it themſelves, and with- 
F it from eee 

the farms; 


ROTATION OF CROPS. 


Although the ſoil was formerly mentioned as being of three 
kinds, yet in conſidering this particular, it is only. neceſſary 
to keep in view, the clay and the fandy foils, becauſe the 
loam, participating of each, may be treated in the ſame man- 
ner as that to which it is moſt allied. On the clay ſoils, per- 
haps it would be moſt proper, that each farm ſhould be divid- 
ed into ſix parts, to be thus managed ; firſt year, fallow, ſe- 
cond year, wheat, third year, peaſe, or other green crop, fourth, 
| barley ſown with twenty or twenty-five pounds of red cloyer, 
and a buſhel of rye-grafs, and ſixth, oats, ſo as that one · ſunt 
part ſhall be regularly in fallow ; 

Qae-fixth in wheat; | 

One- ſinth in peaſe ; | 

One-fixth in barley, laid down with grab rod 8 above 

One-fixth in graſs 3 and. 
One- ſunth in oats; . _ 

On che ſandy or light lands, the following rotation might 
be adopted, the firſt year turnip or other green crop, to 
which manure is applied; ſecond, barley town down with 
EPE 
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and ſeventh, barley without dung; ſo that three - ſeventh parts 
of the farm ſhould be regularly in ſown graſs, two-ſevenths 
under barley, one-ſeventh under oats, and the other ſeventh 
part under turnip and other green crop. 


DRAINS. 


There is a conſiderable degree of attention paid, both by 
landlords and tenants, to the draining of land. Except in ve- 
ry particular.caſes, the water is carried off in open drains, in 
the formation of which, however, there is one general error, 
namely, making the bottom too wide, and the banks too per- 
pendicular. 

In the low country, the draining of the loch of-Spynie has 
been long conſidered as an object of great importance. Some 
years ago Alexander Brander of Kinnedar, Efquire, of Thames 
Street, London, in concert with the late James Brander, Ef- 
quire, of Pilgaveny, his brother, laid out cofiderable ſums 
towards effectuating this object. But proceeding without 
experience, and without conſulting any ſkilful engineer, the 
courſe of the canal, reſtricted to the line of the ancient out- 
let, did not anſwe? the purpoſe completely, it being ſubjected 
to occaſional obſtructions from the overflowing of the river 
Loflie, along the banks of which, it was conducted, the 
whole length of its courſe, When the canal, which they + 
propoſed, was nearly completed, they were interdicted by 
Sir William Gordon of Gordonſtone, Baronet, who claimed 
the property of the loch. In conſequence of the law-ſuit 
which followed, the court of ſeſſion appointed a land ſurveyor ' 
to make a map of the lake and adjoining-grounds, aſcertain- 
ing the depth in various places, and other particulars, from 
which it was found it would be more practicable to drain the 
och by a canal to the bay of Stotfield, paffing by the manſe 
of Drainy, wholly unconnected with Loſſie, and altogether 
upon Mefirs, Branger's oyn property. This map further in 
5 * | ſtructs,, 
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ſtructs, that there is a ſufficient fall from the deepeſt part of the 
lake, to the low water mark at the bay of Stotfield. 

Were this effectuated, not only two thouſand acres of fer- 
tile land would be ſubjeQed to the plough, but an inland na- 
vigation might be obtained to within two miles of Elgin, at 
preſent ſix miles diſtant from the ſea, through a tract ſo much 
upon a level, that a ſea-lock only would be required. 

The advantages of bringing lime and coal by water into 
the centre of the country, and the ſuperior facility of ſhipping 
grain there, are ſo obvious as to need no illuſtration; ' © * 

It is therefore to be hoped, that the proprietors of theſe eſ- 
tates (who have already expended very conſiderable ſums in 
making improvements) will turn their attention to this very 
important object, the completion of which, would no doubt 
promote their own EY as well as the general good of ths 
country. 


OBSTACLES 10 IMPROVEMENT. 


Among the firſt of theſe may be reckoned the expence, to 
which. an improving farmer is ſubjected, in erecting or acquir- 
ing the requiſite accommodation of houſe and offices; which 
on a farm of eighty or an hundred acres, generally amounts 
to, from two to three hundred pounds ſterling ; which as ap- 
pears above, he muſt advance, and, which added to the term 
of paying the money rent, ſo long before the corn can be 
brought to market, generally deranges, or encroaches ſo far 
upon his funds, as to depreſs his ſpirit for improvement; and 
conſequently in all countries, where improvements have 
been ſucceſsfully carried on, the proprietors have built the 
houſes at their own expence, and put off the payment of the 
rent for ſix or eight months after harveſt. In this country, 
the poorer tenants are obliged to ſell their corn at an under 
value, for the payment of their rent, ſo that the value of grain 
is » very low about the term of Martinmas, and the 

141411. grain. 
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grain then fold is diſtinguiſhed by the epithet of © the pooe 


man's boll. The aſtriction to mills has long been accounted 


a a diſcouragement to ſpirited agriculture z and in this country 


aſtriction is conſidered as a great grievance ; and having been 
taken off in every diſtrict, in an advanced ſtate of cultivation, 
it is obvious that this complaint might alſo, by a proper con · 


cert, be eaſily removed in this. 
From the whole, it is certain, that a ſpirit of improvement, 
has been pretty generally i ed, among the farmers of 


this country. 

Were the proprietors to attend to the removal of theſe, 
and other leſſer diſcouragements z and were the tenants en- 
couraged to more excrtion, either by means of a greatet 
length of leaſe, or by a conventional indemnification, if re- 
moved, before the advantages of any fpirited expenditure 
could be recovered ; it is certain, that the intereſt of beth par« 
ties would be advanced; the value of land, and of ſtock, ve- 
ry conſiderably raiſed; and the whole country would ſoon 
become a ſcene of rural induſtry, peculiarly diſtinguiſhed for 
agricultural ſkill, cultivation, and improvement. 
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APPENDIX. 


Tur Lake, or Loch of Cottes, is ſeparated from that of 
Spynie, by a narrow ſtrip of ground, through which the 


river Loſſy bends its courſe, in a channel ſome what above the 


level of the ſurface of either lake. It lays on the fame level 
with the loch of Spynie, and on a bottom of the ſame qua- 
lity ; and'therefore the advantages of draining off the water, 


are equal in proportion to its extent, and the expence, it - 


being nearer to the ſea, muſt be ja a great degree leſs. 
There are two ſmall brooks which run into this lake, each 


of them of ſuch conſideration, as to turn the machinery of a 


common corn mill. The moſt effectual mode of draining 
this lake, appears to be, by turning off the Burn of Lhanbryde, 
along the weft fides of the farms of Darkland and Shearef- 
town, into the river Loſſy by the brook, which drains the 
moſſes of Barmukity and Coxton ; and by turning back the 
other ſtream into the river Spey, along the courſe which was 
deſcribed and reſerved by the Earl of Fife, when he exchanged 
his lands of Garmouth for the lordſhip of Urquhart. In this 
courſe, there is fall ſufficient for erecting two mills, in 
place of thoſe now on his lordſhip's eſtate of Innes ; and 
ſituations might be found, equally commodious for thoſe con- 


cerned. On the other ſtream there is alſo fall for a mill, if 
one was required, near the ſouth corner of the farm of 
Darkland ; ſo that no inconvenience would ariſe to the Earl. 


of Fife's eſtates in thoſe parts. 
The mill of Leuchars would indeed by this means be ſup- 
preſſed ; but, as the proprietor has another mill in the neigh- 


bourhood (at St. Andrew's), it would require but a trifling - 


expence to accommodate the whole eſtate there, while the 
F advan-- 
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advantages, that would be gained to the whole land of Leu- 
chars, are ſo obvious, as to render it unneceſſary to mention 
them here, If both theſe ſtreams were thus diſpoſed of, it 
would only remain to open a communication between the 
lake and the ſea, by turning off the preſent canal above its 
influx into Loſſy, through the farm of Inchbroom. 

It may be neceſſary further to add, that if a canal were 
properly formed in this direction, from the level of the low 
water mark, the lake of Cottes would be greatly diminiſhed ; 
and the adjoining plains thereby much improved, even al- 
though theſe ſtreams were continued in their preſent courſes, 
At the ſame time, it is evident, that no great inconvenience 
could ariſe from the alteration, the expence of which would 
be comparatively inconſiderable, and would ih all probability 


be entirely reimburſed in the firſt year after its Tm had 
the full effect, 


In addition to what is already ſtated, reſpecting the planta- 
tions in the low lands of Moray, it may be proper to add, for 
the information of proprietors at large, that in the year 1772, 
the Earl of Findlater planted a ſmall hill, called the Birkin- 
hill; near Elgin, containing ſixty-ſix acres ; and that from 
the weedings of the common fir, which were taken out to 
make room for more valuable trees, there have been drawn 
for the laſt four years, above gol. yearly, beſides the expence 
of cutting. And, if the whole were now ſold off, this plan- 
tation, would yield at the rate of thirty ſhillings the acre, for 
the land ſince it was firſt planted. 

'This hill was originally a dry black moor, covered with a 
ſtinted kind of heath, and in fact, did not yield a penny the 
acre to the proprietor ; ſo that this valuable improvement was 
effected, without any diminution of the rent roll. 

It is worthy of remark here, that the Earl of Fife has 
lately adopted'a plan of ornamenting the country, which, it 
is hoped, will be followed by the other proprietors, On his 

lord- 
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lordſhip's eſtates, along the ſides of the publick roads, he 
has planted belts, or ſtripes on each fide, in which are to 
be ſeen all the variety of trees and ſhrubs known in the 
kingdom. 

It has already been obſerved, that notwithſtanding the 
great number of plantations in the low part of the diſtri, 
yet the arable land remains ſtill in a great meaſure naked and 
expoſed, and that the crops, as well as the cattle, are injured 
thereby. Were his lordſhip's example to be generally fol- 
lowed by the other proprietors, it would not only tend to the 
ornament of the country, but alſo to its real improve- 
ment. 
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